
semiotics primer



semiotics 
the study of signs.



semiotics 
the study of communication through signs 
and symbols, both individually and grouped 
into sign systems. It includes the study  
of how meaning is constructed and  
understood.

more specifically…



semiosis 
the transfer of meaning.



semiosis 
the transfer of meaning.

an active process of negotiating meaning 
between the sign and the reader.



sign 
anything that stands for something 
other than itself.

any examples?



three types of signs:
icon
index
symbol



icon
physical resemblance to the object / concept.

photos, maps

can be recognized



woof
[as a spoken word]



woof
[as a spoken word]

green pepper woman sound a dog makes











index
direct link between the sign  
and the object / concept. 

symptoms, clues, recordings, measurements

can figure out





gauge=lack of gas storm clouds=rain smoke=pollution







symbol
learned and agreed upon, but arbitrary, con-
nection between the sign and object / concept. 

languages, alphabets, trademarks

can be learned





various electrical connectionsbiologically hazardous  
materials

(the letters are also symbolic; we 
have to learn their meaning)

the goodyear tire corporation











: )





signified
SIGN

concept

sound / image
a physical, seen or heard “thing”;

the form the sign takes

signifier

the semiotic dyad
Saussure’s model of the
linguistic sign
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